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Serendipity

Sharon Harmsworth examines Ed Leach’s Canadian Services Volunteer medal following the ceremony at Wadena Composite School
on Friday. One of the seven marching figures on the medal is former
Wadenan Joyce Dann. After months of planning Dann, who now lives
in Stoney Creek, Ont., was reunited with her hometown during a special ceremony, involving local veterans and students.

Comrades Mike Sowa, Bill Wallin and Ed Leach were
thrilled to speak to fellow veteran Joyce (Dann) Robertson last week. The meeting was made possible using
Skype, an Internet phenomena that allows people in
different communities to see each other while they
speak.

(continued from front page)
“I remember riding in the sleigh with her to
dances at Bear Lake School on Saturday night. We
only lived a mile apart from each other,” Sowa said.
After the war Robertson moved to Vancouver,
where she worked at the sugar refinery and then
26 years at Eaton’s. Two years ago she moved to
Stoney Creek, to live with her son Wayne and his
wife Linda. It was there that Senator Wallin found
her and arranged a meeting just before Christmas.
After learning that Robertson had misplaced her
medal during a move, the wheels were set in motion to get a replacement. Initially, Wallin intended
to deliver the medal, but then began thinking it
might be nice to include the Legions in her hometown and the place she now lives. Holding the event
at Wadena Composite School (WCS) would give
today’s generation an opportunity to have their interest sparked by the story of a real hometown hero.
Many phone calls and e-mails later, the medal
was presented during a special ceremony at the
Royal Canadian Legion Branch #622 in Stoney
Creek on Friday, which was simultaneously broadcast via Skype at WCS with veterans and students
able to take part.
Vice-Principal Ron Jeannot says he has never
had an opportunity to participate in something that
was so amazing. With a full contingent of Legion
members in attendance, history came to life for
Wadena students who, for perhaps the first time in
their lives felt very connected to their country and
to those who protect it.
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Student representative council president Raelyn
Hoffart says Robertson is an inspiration.
“It’s unbelievable that someone from Wadena is
featured on this medal. She has shown us that anyone from anywhere can achieve admirable things,”
Hoffart said.
Student body vice-president Kory Achtymichuk
says he is proud to say he knows her.
“As students, we appreciate all that our soldiers
have sacrificed. We are able to be free and safe in
the greatest country in the world because of heroes
like her,” he said.
For local Legion member Bill Wallin, who had
the honour of making Robertson a special member
of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #62, it is unlike any other he has experienced.
“Members of Branch #62 are so honoured to
welcome home a daughter of Wadena and to recall
her desire to serve her King and country. For us, it
has been a strong reminder of how, despite the age
and health of our members, Legion branches across
the country are continuing to contribute to the history of our communities,” Wallin said.
For Wallin’s daughter Pamela who has experienced many great things, this may be the best. She
says it is a moment unlike any other because it was
the result of so many chance events.
“It was an accidental encounter to meet the historian who set me off on a search for Joyce Dann
and now everything has come together. It is a proud
moment for our town and it is wonderful to have
this opportunity to tell Joyce how proud we are. I
believe it was meant to be – serendipity – an amazing but accidental moment that can change lives. ”
For Joyce Robertson, who is known by her family
as a humble, gentle woman who always managed to
stay out of the limelight, it is almost as if life has
come full circle.
“After all these years, I never would have expected something like this to happen. I feel very
lucky to become a member of the Wadena Legion,”
she said.
At the end of the ceremony Robertson was given
the opportunity to join with her Wadena comrades
in the singing “O’Canada.”
“It was really wonderful,” she said.
Local Legion members say the event is going to
be the beginning of many great things. Using today’s technology to bring generations together to
learn from one another can keep people truly connected. Comrade Bill Wallin says he is blown away
by how technology can link veterans who are provinces apart and wonders if last week’s event has
uncovered a new beginning for the country’s aging
members. After they share Robertson’s story with
the Legion magazine, members of Branch #62 plan
to commemorate the event at both the hall and the
school to ensure that this “serendipitous moment”
is forever etched in the community’s history.
“After all, something like this just doesn’t happen every day. Just a few months ago, we would
never have imagined it – today we are just very
proud to have had an opportunity to be part of it,”
Wallin said.

Members of the Wadena Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion on hand to witness the historic moment were
back row (left to right), Bonnie Wallin, Gerry Griffiths, Stella Sowa, Thelma Holmstrom, John Panio, Anna
Prince, Rodger Pitstick, Angeline Panio, Al Cherney; front row, Bill Wallin, Mike Sowa and Ed Leach.

