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Weôre back to work on Parliament Hill!  

After a hard-fought campaign, Prime Minister Stephen Harper won an 
impressive majority on May 2nd, ending years of uncertainty and dead-
lock caused by minority governments.  

Before the summer break there will be a Throne Speech, and Parliament 
will pass the Governmentôs budget to benefit all Canadians, as well as 
getting down to the other important business of the nation. Speaking 
about the importance of the energy sector to our future, the Prime Minis-
ter stressed, ñWestern Canada can breathe a lot easier.ò   

There are many reasons to be grateful we live in this countryðand de-
mocratic elections are high on the list. As Prime Minister Harper said on 
election night, ñOur Canadian political life is sometimes turbulent but it is 
nonetheless a thing of beauty and the envy of peoples who have yet to 
achieve it. It is without a doubt a big part of what makes this country Can  
ada an island of stability and security in a troubled world.ò  

We are indeed fortunate to live in Canada. Our economy has weathered 
the economic downturn very well. Weôre on track to eliminate the deficit 

by 2015, perhaps sooner. And weôre ensuring our economic future, whether itôs with the leadership of Premier Brad Wall so ef-
fectively promoting the ñSaskatchewan brand,ò or Prime Minister Harperôs leadership as the government negotiates 58 trade 
deals around the world.  

Speaking of leadership, I had a chance encounter with old friend Rick Hansen re-
cently. He remains an incredible inspiration and leader.  

I spent two-and-a-half months in a wheelchair because of a broken foot, and Rick 
was taken aback when he saw me wheel around the corner.  

We talked about the new perspective I now have on life in a wheelchair. Snow, ice, 
rain, heavy doors, sharp turnsðall deny you access to rooms and conversations 
and choices. You go into meetings and restaurants through the back doors and 
kitchens and there are a million moments a day when you are frustrated that you 
must ask for help to do the simplest things. Smiling, Rick said I was just beginning 
to get a sense for what life is like for the thousands who face this for a lifetime. 

It is hard to believe that it is 25 years since his Man in Motion Tour but the 25th 
Anniversary Relay will be an exciting opportunity for Canadians to join the journey 
as Rick and many others retrace the Canadian portion of the original Man in Motion 
World Tour. It starts August 24th in Cape Spear, Nfld., and some 7,000 people 
across Canada who have also made a difference in the lives of Canadians will participate. See Rickôs website for details and 
take a look at the ground-breaking work of his Foundation on Spinal Cord Injuryðjust Google ñRick Hansen.ò 

I have also met some amazing young people in the last few months. Young Saskatche-
wanians who are serving as Legislative Interns in the current session of the Saskatche-

wan legislature visited with me in Ottawa 
and asked some very smart and tough 
questions of their Senator! (See p. 9.) 

Another group of young Saskatchewan-
ians entered an essay contest to attend 
an event in Yorkton where I was speak-
ing at an gala dinner for our local MP 
Gary Breitkreuz. 

And some amazing students and won-
derfully willing teachers helped connect 
four generations across many miles us-
ing todayôs technology so we could cele-
brate a true local heroðJoyce Dann. 
Joyce is one of seven Canadians embla-
zoned on the Canadian Volunteer Ser-
vice Medal and she grew up on a farm 
outside Wadena! 

We were a wheelchair duo ñmy friend Rick 

Hansen and me! Photo by Michael Pasloski.   

 

Senator Wallin with students Danielle Mills 

from Endeavour  and Tyana Katzell from 

Yorkton  at gala for local MP Garry 

Breitkreuz.  

Joyce Dann Robertson accepts a re-

placement Canadian Volunteer Ser-

vice Medal, on which she is depicted 

during her Second World War ser-

vice. See story p. 7.  

Prime Minister Harper and family on election night 

in his riding of Calgary Southwest. Photo by Jason Ran-

som, Prime Minister õs Office.    
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After the 9-11 terrorist attacks, the Canada-U.S. border ñthickenedò due to tightened security procedures. The result was 
a slowdown in the flow of trade and people across the worldôs busiest, longest border. 

In Washington on February 4th, Prime Minister Harper and President Obama 
are decided to ñunthickenò the border, to help trade and security.   

This is good news for Canada and Saskatchewan. In 2010, 65% of Saskatche-
wanôs exports went to the United States, an astonishing $15.6 billion dollars 
worth of business, making the U.S. far and away our provinceôs biggest export 
market. 

The Prime Minister and President unveiled a Declaration on a Shared Vision 
for Perimeter Security and Economic Competitiveness to address security 
threats; facilitate trade, economic growth and job creation; to integrate cross-
border law enforcement; and to protect critical infrastructure, including in the 
cyber world.  

The Prime Minister says this commits our two governments to finding new 
ways to keep out terrorists and criminals while eliminating barriers to trade and 
travel.  

Page 2 

In January, I delivered a keynote address on the importance of a single national securi-
ties regulator for Saskatchewan and Canada at a luncheon organized by the Regina & 
District Chamber of Commerce.   

I made the case that a single national securities regulator would strengthen businesses 
of all sizes by giving them better access to capital and making it easier for investors to 
invest in our province. This would position Saskatchewan and the country for success.  

In my time as Consul General in New York, this was a message that I heard repeat-
edlyðreplace the current fragmented system of 13 provincial and territorial securities 
regulators with a single national body to reduce overlap and duplication and result in 
greater clarity for businesses, investors and other market players. I am very proud that 
Saskatchewan is one of the 10 participating provinces and territories working on with 
the Canadian Securities Transition Office and the federal Government on a single secu-
rities regulator.   

Our top priority continues to be the economy. With the economic recovery still fragile, we are focused on creating jobs 
and economic growth. That is why our government is actively promoting the advantages of Canadaôs low-tax and stable 
investment climate to global investors and businesses. 

The Governmentôs low-tax plan for the economy is helping lure job-creating businesses such as Tim Hortonôs back to 
Canada. And the Government is encouraging new businesses to set up shop and grow in Canada. 

In less than five years, the Government has launched an ambitious trade agenda, opening doors for Canadian business 
by concluding new free trade agreements with Colombia, Peru, Jordan, Panama and the European Free Trade Associa-
tion statesðand entering into negotiations with many more including two of the world's largest economies: the European 
Union and India. But freer trade means we need to ensure security is in place. 

Government Promotes Canada as Best Place to Invest 

Freer Trade Across Secure Borders 

A National Securities Regulator:  

Why it's important for Saskatchewan and Canada 

With a broken foot, I was òsitting 

downó on the job in Regina.  

Prime Minister Stephen Harper meets with 

U.S. President Barack Obama.  

Saskatchewan economic growth to lead the nation in 2011 
Saskatchewanôs March budget has once again balanced the books, reduced debt, and done this with significant reve-
nues in reserve. Both RBC Economics and the Conference Board of Canada predict that Saskatchewanôs economy will 
outpace growth of all other provincial economies this year. The Conference Board forecasts growth of 3.9% in real GDP, 
while RBC Economic is even more hopeful, foreseeing 4.9% real growth in 2011, and a nation-leading 4.3% in 2012. 
The good news comes from an upturn in agricultural production and new capital investments spurred by in a strong 
global demand for Saskatchewanôs natural resources.  
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The Standing Senate Committee on National Security and Defence, which I chair, trav-
elled to Washington in February to discuss mutual security and defence concerns with 
American counterparts.  

After a substantive brief-
ing by Canadian Ambas-
sador Gary Doer and his 
staff, our Senators vis-
ited Capitol Hill. There 
we met with Senators 
John McCain (Arizona) 
and Susan Collins 
(Maine) about border 
issuesðspecifically, how 
Canada and the U.S. 
can follow through on 
the commitment by 

Prime Minister Harper and President Obama to ñunthickenò our joint 
border. The goal is to improve the flow of trade and people while at 
the same time tightening continental security. We also met with Representatives Buck McKeon and Mac Thornberry, members of the 
House Armed Services Committee. There was agreement that more than ever, Canada-U.S. cooperation is imperative. 

As chair of the Committee, I led discussions at the Department of Homeland Security and the Pentagon. Tom Ferguson, Principal 
Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Intelligence, spoke warmly of successful Canadian-American intelligence-sharing in Afghani-
stan, and how that has helped break down barriers, leading to even greater cooperation. He also spoke about how ñWikileaksò af-
fected the Pentagon, and some of the measures being taken to prevent such cyber-security breaches in future. Meantime, Steve 
Schlein, the Pentagonôs Principal Director for Cyber Policy, outlined steps the American defence department has taken to improve 
cyber-securityðsuch as making cyberspace an operational domain for the U.S. military by creating U.S. Cyber Command. 
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Standing Senate Committee on National Security and Defence  

Senate committee visits CFB Ed-

monton & Land Force Western Area 

Members of the Standing Senate Committee on Na-
tional Security and Defence (SCONSAD) took a fact-
finding trip to Canadian Forces Base Edmonton, De-
cember 5-7, 2010.  

Senators met Reserve and Regular Force members 
from different Western Area units, including soldiers 
wounded in Afghanistan. The Committee is studying 
the state and future of the Canadian Forces Reserve, 
and continuing to examine Canada's mission in Af-
ghanistan. 

Key Meetings in Washington, D.C. 

 Yukon Senator Dan Lang examines a heavily -

armoured blast -resistant Cougar Force Protection 

Vehicle, a type used in Afghanistan.  

Sharing a laugh with Sgt Gary Rolls 

(South Alberta Light Horse).  

Me and my advisor, Mark Fisher, meeting with junior non -commissioned 

officers, many of whom have seen combat in Afghanistan.  

Meeting BGen Paul Wynnyk, 

Commander, Land Force Wes-

tern Area.  

Meeting with American Senator John 

McCain, member of the US Senate Ho-

meland Security Committee  

Ambassador Gary Doer and his staff brief the Senate Secu-

rity and Defence Committee at the Canada -U.S. issues. 


